Japanese & Giant Knotweed
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Why Worry About Knotweed?

Originally planted as an ornamental in the United States
and Europe but now considered one of the worst
Invasive plants in riparian habitats

We have miles and miles of valuable riparian and
wetland habitat in Nebraska that are vulnerable to
knotweed invasion

It is one of the most difficult plants to eradicate growing
In some of the most sensitive habitats

Listed as one of the 100 worst weeds In the world




What I1s Knotweed?

« Tall, robust plants from Asia in the buckwheat
family
— Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica)
— Gilant knotweed (Fallopia sachalinenis)
— Bohemian knotweed hybrid (Fallopia bohemica)

» Other common names: -“"
— elephant ear bamboo s . | \
— false bamboo : e ;
— Mexican bamboo 1
— Fleece flower

e




DESCRIPTION

Japanese knotweed and Giant knotweed
are herbaceous perennials that form
large colonies of erect stems that can

reach 9 — 15 feet In height. They spread by
vigorous rhizomes, seed and plant parts.




DESCRIPTION

Japanese knotweed and Giant knotweed are very
similar in appearance and are known to
hybridize.

When they cross they become

The best character for separating them Is the
shape of the leaf base, those of Japanese
knotweed are squared-off at the bottom, while
those of giant knotweed are heart-shaped.




General Knotweed
Characteristics:

e Large, untoothed
leaves, growing
alternate on
stems

Small or
greenish flowers
grow in dense
clusters from the
leaf joints In July
and August




Japanese Knotweed
(Fallopia japonica)

 Smaller than the .
others (6 feet usually) g

female (will have
seeds later in season)

e Flower clusters are
longer and more
ornamental




Stems

The hollow, bamboo-like
stems are erect and un-
branched or with a few
branches toward the tip.
Branches develop at the
nodes. Despite their size,
knotweed stems are
annual; they die back to
the rhizome at the end of
the growing season. New
shoots emerge in April and
grow rapidly; early in the
season they can grow 3-5
Inches per day.



03/24/2011

Hollow, upright, bamboo like stems often reddish or red-speckled




Plants die back to the ground after hard frosts but hard, dry stems
may persist through the winter. Photos by Mitch Coffin, NDA




